
Rector’s Sermon – 

Sunday 23 May Pentecost 2021 

 

 

I use as an opening prayer today Reinhold Neibuhr’s noted Pentecostal 

Prayer: - 

“Lord, renew Your Church, and begin with me”, Amen. 

________________________________________________________________ 

• It’s really encouraging, despite number restrictions, nevertheless, to be 

able to celebrate Pentecost today. Pentecost, after all, is the Christian 

Churches’ annual Birthday world-wide, marking the powerful renewing 

and outpouring gift of God’s Holy Spirit, on that day…. The lead-up to 

that Day of Pentecost is important to note. In St. John’s Gospel, at the 

Last Supper, and only hours before His crucifixion, Jesus there prepares 

His disciples for the stark reality that He will bodily soon be entirely 

leaving their (and, of course, our) presence. For after the crucifixion, “on 

the third day”, He will be raised from the dead and will later ascend. But, 

He promises that He will never leave them (or us) “as orphans” and His 

parting words are that they will receive something very different – the 

promised gift of the Holy Spirit. He will indeed visibly go away. But, Jesus 

will re-enter into the depths of every human heart, soul and mind, in the 

overflowing power of His Holy Spirit. As He stated and prays in that 

Upper Room, “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another 

Advocate, to be with you for ever. This is the Spirit of truth.”  

• It might almost initially seem a contradiction in terms, but this promised 

gift and subsequent arrival of the Holy Spirit actually means that Jesus is 

now nearer to us in this generation, than ever before, even though we 

can no longer see Him with our own eyes ….. So, we heard in the Epistle 

reading from Acts 2, how in Jerusalem, 50 days after the Resurrection, 

that promised gift of the Holy Spirit descends on those waiting, inward 

looking and still frightened disciples, in a quite unpredictable and almost 

bizarre manner. We’ll never really understand what precisely happened. 



In his book “I believe”, the late Bishop Trevor Huddleston wrote this: 

“Human language can have limitations, as a vehicle of God’s truth. Yet it 

is what we have, and it is, in one way or another, all that Holy Scripture 

can find for the purpose, except of course, for signs and symbols, of 

which there are many; in particular, those used to explain the work of 

the Holy Spirit”.  

• So, those caught up in that Day of Pentecost could really only explain 

that experience in terms of two of nature’s most powerful of elemental 

forces – the noise (or violence, as the epistle records) of wind and the 

noise of fire. The quite unexpected events that day seemed, too, almost 

to reverse all the speech and language confusion in the Old Testament’s 

Tower of Babel story; and now humanity, once so hopelessly blighted by 

all that communication Babble and confusion, is now bonded together, 

in common purpose and harmony, by God’s H. Spirit. Pentecost 

celebrated the Jewish festival of the in-gathering of the first fruits of 

Harvest. In the Christian economy, though, Pentecost signifies ever since 

that that was the precise moment when the Christian harvest was first 

planted and sown. Now, the task of the “gathering in” of all races and 

nations has been set in motion. In addition, this isn’t only the start, 

either. Now, the H. Spirit’s whole sphere of activity won’t only be 

confined to the individual. Now, the H. Spirit has been let loose in to all 

the public arenas and sectors of the world – and indeed, of the whole 

creation and the cosmos.  

• Back again to Jesus’s parting promise, at the Last Supper: “The H. Spirit 

will abide with you and will be in you”. Richard Hauser, a Jesuit, wrote an 

inspiring book entitled “In the spirit”. And he strenuously argues that the 

greatest area of poverty amongst Christians in our Western World today 

is their struggle in accepting the fact that the H. Spirit is already “In” 

them. He believes the H. Spirit is simply waiting to be released by them 

and to be utilized by them, as the greatest single resource there is, for 

living. Now that’s some rather serious and significant food for thought, is 

it not? 

• The Prayer Book has two uplifting Collect Prayers for Pentecost. The 

older one starts like this: “God, who at this time didst teach the hearts of 

the faithful people, by sending them the light of Thy H. Spirit”. But then, 

do note the specific petition that immediately follows: “Grant us by the 



same Spirit to have a right judgement in all things”. And let’s never 

forget that that particular request needs constant re-learning and re-

discovering, in today’s and every generation’s Church communities. 

Because that request acts just like a crucial and clear signpost as to 

whom we are always dependent on, as ‘Church’ – as to how we try to do 

our thinking and forward planning – for mission, for ministry, for serving 

and caring, for witnessing and loving – and at all times, submitting our 

own human opinions and designs to seeking consciously and graciously 

acknowledging the H. Spirit’s over-riding guidance, that alone enables “a 

right judgement to be made, in all things”. 

• The last Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael Ramsey, draws valued H. 

Spirit insights indeed in one of his books, from the old 8th century Spirit 

invocating Hymn No. 296, in our Church Hymnal – “Veni, Creator 

Spiritus”. It starts:- “Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire; and lighten with 

celestial fire”. In that book, Ramsey writes these words: “Remember the 

words in one verse in the Veni Creator:- ‘Enable with perpetual light, The 

dullness of our blinded sight’. Remember, too, the words of the Collect,  

where we pray that the H. Spirit may give us right judgment, in all things. 

The H. Spirit keeps the light of Jesus glowing in us; that is how we may 

see, as Christians should see”. 

• So, O Holy Spirit of God, on this and every day, let this, too be our 

prayer:- “Enable with perpetual light, the dullness of our blinded sight”. 

 


